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I'he whole night
was scary, seeing the
victim caused a sense
of urgency to get him
on board. When we
were trying to get him
on board I felt helpless
because it was taking so
long. Once the victim
was on board and
initial first aid was
complete, I really
thought he would
survive.”

... Seaman
Apprentice Angie
Luna, Station
Honolulu

Tae was treated and released. Muffly
arrived at the hospital with second and
third deg
of his bod

The 41-footer headed back to Island and taken to Straub Medical

tation Honolulu at Sand Island an Center. Tae w
the HH-65 helicopter from Air

Station Barbers Point flew to Hono-

taken by ambulance to
Kuakini Medical Center.
The 41-footer returned to fight the

ring 90 percent
He died the following day:
lulu International Airport, where while the helicopter be arching According to Lt. j.g Rich Teubner, the
The Coast Guard Cutter Assateague
searched the area and the State Marine

investigating officer, Tae stated that he
as on watch when a fireball engulfed

ambulances were waiting. On the trip
in, both Muffly and Tae said there
the galle

were three others on board the boat. Patrol searched the shoreline. According

to Hagen, Navy Tug 806, from Pearl Everyone else was asleep inside a
The three other men on board isted with the fire berthing area under the pilothouse. Tae
were Faisamoa Jr., 39, of N rts. “We knocked it down, but
who joined the crew Feb. 11, the day they permanent]

he said.

id that he screamed and stomped on
the deck trying to wake those under-
neath.

s extinguished the fire,”
the ship departed, just 10 days before
the fire; Benson Yens, 33, who lived in According to Tae’s statement, Mu
appeared, bursting through the flam

Tae moved Muftly out of the way and

from Alaska, in town for training, was

Laie, Hawaii, but was from
Micronesia; and William
Myers, 41, who w

Hauula, Hawaii.

sent to help. It arrived only to see
Kathleen sink. The fire had burned for doused the flames on his clothes. Noth-
ing was seen or heard from the rest of the
crew. Tae helped Muffly onto the
collection of fishing floa

nearly six hours devouring the $350,000
Muffly was put into a
stokes litter and transferred

56-foot fibergla ip. The 17-year-old
vessel sank in about 600 feet of water off

Ewa Beach.

and waited for

to an ambulance at Sand help to arrive out of the darkness. U

Left: Station Honolulu 41-footer
speeds towards the Kathleen.

Above: The stern of the Kathleen
moments before it sank in 600-foot
of water

0

By Lt. Matt Murtha
CGC Kiska

The Coast Guard, National Marine
Fisheries Service and the Hawaii State
Marine Patrol joined forces in early
February; to rescue a 35- to 40-foot
Humpback whale that was entangled six
miles northwest of Waipio Valley:

After receiving reports of the founder-
ing whale Feb. 6, Gene Nitta of the
National Marine Fisheries Service
departed for Hilo to coordinate the
rescue. With the Coast Guard Cutter
Kiska unavailable because of engine
maintenance, a 22-foot vessel was
provided by the SMP. Nitta and Kiska
crewman Steve Lowry joined Marine
Patrol Deputy Andy Ford for the 60 mile
ocean transit to the position reported by
tourist helicopters.

After 30 minutes in the area, the
exhausted whale was spotted 250 yards
off shore periodically bobbing to the
surface for air. Upon close inspection, a
3/4 inch diameter synthetic line was seen
wrapped tightly around the tail. The line
then ran forward along each side of the
whale and was wrapped around each
pectoral fin. The entanglement had
effectively hog-tied the whale, making
normal swimming impossible. The other
end of the line trailed down and was
apparently caught on the bottom further
limiting the whale’s swimming ability:
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For the next two hours the 3 officers
worked to free the exhausted whale, all
the while keeping an eye on two 8- to 10-
foot tiger sharks that were circling the
area. Eventually, Ford maneuvered the
vessel close enough for Nitta and Lowry
to reach the whale and the tangled lines
with a 12-foot boat hook. The lines were
then cut with a knife attached to the boat
hook and the whale slowly swam away.

Nitta commented they were fortunate
to reach the whale in time and although
the whale was obviously stressed and
exhausted by the incident, he expects the
whale to fully recover. Nitta also praised
the helicopter pilots for initially notifying
the Coast Guard and asks that any
incidents of marine mammals in distress
be reported to NMFS or the Coast
Guard so that the Hawaiian Marine
Mammal Stranding Network can be

alerted and appropriate action taken.



